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SATAN, THE FATHER OF LIES
Devin Dean

INTRODUCTION1

Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love
it shall eat the fruit thereof (Pro. 18:21).

“Not” and “nothing” make up the simple duet of words that Satan,
since the beginning, has used to either create lies or to convince man
that a lie is “acceptable.” He introduced the concept of lying into this
world by his own example and man has excelled in lying ever since.
It Is All About Words

For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou
shalt be condemned (Mt. 12:37).
Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye
will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it
(Jn. 8:44).

Everything man ever needs to understand is communicated to him
through words. We think in words. We see in words. Words are the
central need man has to understand this world. God communicates to
man in words. Satan murdered man in the beginning with one word. In
doing so he became, as described by John, “the father of it [lies].” It is
through words that man still communicates (in speech, writing,
thought, or action). We know from the Scriptures that “those things
which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they
defile the man” (Mt. 15:18). Likewise, we know that man in sin, i.e.,
transgressing the law (1 Jn. 3:4), becomes a liar (1 Jn. 2:3-4). There-
fore, we can say that all sin is a lie against the Truth (1 Jn. 2:3-4, 21).
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DEFINITIONS
Not ...

In English, a word that is “used to express negation, denial, refusal,
or prohibition.”2

In Hebrew (lo), a word that is “a primitive particle; not (the simple
or abstract negation).”3

In Greek (ou), a word that is “a primary word; the absolutely
negative adverb; no or not.”4

Nothing ...
In English, it is a word that means “no thing” or “not anything” or

“something or someone of no importance or significance.”5

In Hebrew, it is a compound word, one that makes use of lo as
“not” and another, kol, meaning:

[P]roperly the whole; hence all, any or every (in the singular
only, but often in a plural sense):—(in) all (manner, [ye]),
altogether, any (manner), enough, every (one, place, thing),
howsoever, as many as, [no-] thing, ought, whatsoever, (the)
whole, whoso (-ever).6

In Greek, there are multiple words translated to “nothing,” yet all
of them have the generalized meaning of not anything—nothing.
Truth ...

In English, it is a word meaning, “the true or actual state of a
matter,” or “conformity with fact or reality; verity,” or “agreement with
a standard or original.”7

In Hebrew, it is a word (‘emeth) meaning, “stability; figuratively
certainty, truth, trustworthiness:—assured (-ly), establishment, faithful,
right, sure, true (-ly, -th), verity.”8

In Greek, it is a word (aletheia) meaning, “truth:—true, X truly,
truth, verity.”9

Deceit ...
Is an English word meaning, “the act or practice of deceiving;

concealment or distortion of the truth for the purpose of misleading;
duplicity; fraud; cheating,” or “an act or device intended to deceive;
trick; stratagem,” or “the quality of being deceitful; duplicity; false-
ness.”10 A discussion about the synonyms for deceit is worth noting:
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1. deception, dissimulation. 1, 3. DECEIT, GUILE, HYPOCRISY,
DUPLICITY, FRAUD, TRICKERY refer either to practices designed
to mislead or to the qualities that produce those practices.
DECEIT is the quality that prompts intentional concealment or
perversion of truth for the purpose of misleading: honest and
without deceit. The quality of GUILE leads to craftiness in the use
of deceit: using guile and trickery to attain one’s ends. HYPOC-
RISY is the pretense of possessing qualities of sincerity, good-
ness, devotion, etc.: It was sheer hypocrisy for him to go to
church. DUPLICITY is the form of deceitfulness that leads one to
give two impressions, either or both of which may be false: the
duplicity of a spy working for two governments. FRAUD refers
usually to the practice of subtle deceit or duplicity by which one
may derive benefit at another’s expense: an advertiser convicted
of fraud. TRICKERY is the quality that leads to the use of tricks
and habitual deception: notorious for his trickery in business
deals.11

Lie ...
In English, it is a word meaning, “a false statement made with

deliberate intent to deceive; an intentional untruth; a falsehood,” or
“something intended or serving to convey a false impression; impos-
ture,” or “an inaccurate or false statement.”12

In Hebrew, a word (kachash) meaning, “A primitive root; to be
untrue, in word (to lie, feign, disown) or deed (to disappoint, fail,
cringe):—deceive, deny, dissemble, fail, deal falsely, be found liars,
(be-) lie, lying, submit selves.”13

In Greek, a word (psuedos) meaning, “a falsehood:—lie, lying.”14

Liar ...
In English, it simply means, “a person who tells lies.”15

In Hebrew, it is a word (kazab) meaning, “to lie (that is, deceive),
literally or figuratively:—fail, (be found a, make a) liar, lie, lying, be
in vain.”16

In Greek, it is a word (pseustes) meaning, “a falsifier:—liar.”17

Intention ...
“Intention” is an English word meaning, “an act or instance of

determining mentally upon some action or result,” or “the end or object
intended; purpose,” or “meaning or significance.”18 Likewise the
following entry on synonyms for “intention” is useful:
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Synonyms: These nouns refer to what one plans to do or achieve.
Intention simply signifies a course of action that one proposes to
follow: It is my intention to take a vacation next month.
Intent more strongly implies deliberateness: The executor
complied with the testator’s intent.
Purpose strengthens the idea of resolution or determination: “His
purpose was to discover how long these guests intended to stay”
(Joseph Conrad).
Goal may suggest an idealistic or long-term purpose: The
college’s goal was to raise ten million dollars for a new library.
End suggests a long-range goal: The candidate wanted to win
and pursued every means to achieve that end.
Aim stresses the direction one’s efforts take in pursuit of an end:
The aim of most students is to graduate.
An object is an end that one tries to carry out: The object of
chess is to capture your opponent’s king.
Objective often implies that the end or goal can be reached: The
report outlines the committee’s objectives.19

WHAT IS A LIE?
This is the real question, and we must look to God for the answer.

Satan and his children (Jn. 8:44), use every means to convince a man
that a lie is either for his benefit or that it has no real meaning. Look at
how Pilate attempts to deflect Christ’s reasoning with the question,
“What is truth?” (Jn. 18:38). Instead of accepting truth, Satan and his
children would rather question truth. God is the God of truth (Deut.
32:4; Ps. 31:5; Isa. 65:16). His Word is truth (Jn. 17:17; 2 Sam. 7:28;
Ps. 119:151). He will never lie (Heb. 6:18; Num. 23:19; 1 Sam. 15:29;
Ps. 89:35; Tit. 1:2). Christ says: “I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (Jn. 14:6, emphasis added).
Intent Is Important

In English, the definition of the word “lie” included the phrases
“deliberate intent,” “an intentional,” and “something intended.” We
must readily admit that intent can be extremely important to determine
whether a lie actually occurs or not. A case in point:

• On Sunday, person A tells person B, with the full intent
of being there, that he will meet person B Tuesday
morning at the church building.
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• On Monday, person A is suddenly given a work assign-
ment that takes him out of town for the rest of the
week—meaning he cannot meet person B at the church
building Tuesday morning.

• Did person A lie to person B? Obviously the answer is
no.

However, consider the following case:
• On Thursday, person A is told that he will need to leave

Monday morning for a full week out of town for busi-
ness.

• On Sunday, with this knowledge, person A tells person
B that he will meet him Tuesday morning at the church
building.

• Did person A lie to person B? Obviously the answer is
yes. Person A intentionally told person B a falsehood
(lie), knowing full well the truth was that he would not
be there.

And another case to consider:
• Person A asks person B about the conditions of a certain

road. To person B’s knowledge the road is in good shape
and person B states so to person A.

• Person A then takes the road, which is in bad condition,
and has an accident.

• Did person B lie to person A? No. Person B made a
mistake. It was not intended to deceive person A, in fact
if person B had known the true condition of the road he
would have probably offered alternate directions to
person A.

Intent Is Not Important
Now within the same breath, we must also declare that intent is not

important. There are times when intent is not important to the determi-
nation of a lie. When one speaks falsely about something on which God
has spoken (e.g., the plan for man’s salvation) one is a liar by God’s
definition (1 Jn. 1:6; 2:4; 4:20). When it comes to those things that God
has directly spoken to us through His Word, we know that we have the
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responsibility to investigate and to work out our own salvation (Acts
17:11; Phil. 2:12). A case in point:

• Person A has been taught all of his life that salvation is
by faith alone.

• Person A then teaches the same to person B—without
intent to deceive or mislead, but rather with love and real
concern for person B. Person A believes and does
present the information as he knows it, knowing no
better.

• Did person A lie to person B? Absolutely! The moment
one speaks on something of which God has spoken
without the benefit of His authority (lack of agreement
with God’s statements), then that person becomes
exactly as described in John 8:44, “When he speaketh a
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar.”

Summarization And Application To Scripture
Let us remember it is all about words (Mt. 12:37). God’s Word is

truth (Jn. 17:17; cf. 2 Sam. 7:28; Ps. 119:151). To fail to abide (stay in)
in the Truth (God’s Word) is to lie, making the one who fails to abide
therein a liar (Jn. 8:44; 1 Jn. 1:6; 2:4). This does not make all false
statements in and of themselves lies, but it does make any and all
statements that are not in accordance with God’s Word, the Truth, lies.
Doubt, deceit, or attempts to make items of no importance (nothing)
does not change the plain simple definition of the word “lie” as God
uses it.

To speak without the authority of God is, according to God, a lie.
Lying is without a doubt the central part of Satan’s attack on God’s
preeminent creation, man. It is the “sin of firsts.” It is the first recorded
sin in the world (Gen. 3:1-5), and it is the first recorded sin in the
church (Acts 5:1-5). Lies are usually a sin of the tongue; however, not
all lies are of the tongue. A hypocritical person is a liar, for while they
may speak the Truth, their actions deny the Truth (1 Jn. 2:4). Also, as
shown earlier, man in sin (transgression of the law [1 Jn. 3:4]) becomes
a liar (1 Jn. 2:3-4), and thereby we can say that all sin is a lie against
the Truth (1 Jn. 2:3-4, 21). Oliver Wendell Holmes may have summed
up the role lying plays, and the dependence of sin on the lie, when he
said: “Sin has many tools, but a lie is the handle which fits them all.”20
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THE FATHER OF LIES
Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye
will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it
(Jn. 8:44).

We know that the devil mentioned in Revelation 20:2 is Satan,
“that old serpent.” There is no doubt that this refers back to the
introduction of sin into this world, as plotted, planned, and executed by
that old serpent in Genesis 3. We know that he knew the Truth, but that
he did not accept the Truth (Jn. 8:44). Satan, in the beginning, used his
cunning subtlety to entice Eve.

Satan introduced doubt into Eve’s mind with a subtle one word lie.
We know he knew the Truth because it is the Word of God that he
perverted when he said: “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every
tree of the garden?” (Gen. 3:1). Do we see the subtle, yet all dangerous,
lie in this first question from Satan? He knew what God had said! God
had said: “Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it” (Gen.
2:16b-17a). The subtle placement of “not” into the first part of the
statement makes it seem overly restrictive. He, in paraphrase, asks Eve:
“Why would a loving God not allow you to eat of every tree?” He
wants Eve to think that God’s command is too restrictive, that it is not
that important—to make it (God’s command) nothing.

Satan does not lose his subtlety as he blatantly lies to Eve. Can you
hear Satan hissing those dreadful words that feed Eve’s doubt, “Ye
shall not surely die” (Gen. 3:4)? Again, we have absolute proof that
Satan knew the Truth, for he quotes the Truth with one added word. All
he does is add the word “not”! He does it in a nonchalant, easy
way—and with it introduces the all out lie that would bring death into
the world. We would do well to fully rehearse the warnings God gave
in Deuteronomy 4:2, Proverbs 30:6, and Revelation 22:18-19. The
outcome of Satan’s additions should convince us that God meant what
He said, and said what He meant!

Satan’s lie continues and further cultivates the deception of doubt
he has begun working in Eve. The blatant lie begins the NOTHING
attitude he desires in Eve. He has led her down the path that maybe
God is not as loving as you think. Now he has told her that God’s
promised outcome, death, will not occur. He then adds more by telling
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her that something pleasant, or beneficial to her (“good”), will come
from breaking the commandment (Gen. 3:5). Eve succumbs to Satan’s
lie. Adam does no better. Eve offers him the same “forbidden fruit,”
and, as far as is known, he does not even protest! Satan, Adam, and Eve
all had the same problem in the end. They did not have the Truth, the
Word of God, within them. Rather than the Truth coming forth, each
of them—either by speech, thought, or action—lied by denying (or
failing to comply with) the Truth. It was all about the words; they failed
to follow God’s Word and rather, just as described in John 8:44, spoke
(either vocally or by action) of their own accords.

Lying does not end or become some insignificant matter at that
point. Satan’s play was successful. Think of the wrong attitudes men
have had, and the lies they have told, which are exposed throughout the
Scriptures. Cain continued the one word lie. When asked by God,
“Where is Abel thy brother?” Cain offered the truth in the same manner
as Satan, by adding that one word, “not,” thereby making it a lie—“I
know not” (Gen. 4:9). Peter did no better as his denial of Christ was
with the single word, “not,” again. Three times he is asked if he is a
disciple of Jesus?” Two times he answers, “I am not,” and “I know not”
(Mt. 26:69-72; Mk. 14:67-70; Lk. 22:56-58; Jn. 18:17, 25). The third
time he continues the denial of knowing Christ with the word “not” and
adds cursing to it for effect (Mt. 26:73-74; Mk. 14:70-71; Lk. 22:59-60;
Jn. 18:26-27). How often do we as men fall to this same trap. Oh, we
do need to keep a guard on our tongues (Jas. 3:8).

Satan’s influence and children continue in the persons of Ananias
and Sapphira (Acts 5). It is worth noting that there is no record in Acts
5 of Ananias actually vocalizing his lie. Rather it appears that he
allowed men to assume it. He brought his offering as many others were
doing (Acts 4:32-37) and allowed others to assume he had brought the
full purchase price of his land. The intent to deceive is clearly seen in
Acts 5:2, and even without words it was no less a lie (Acts 5:3-4)!
The Truth Can Be Used To Lie

Satan used the desired results of lying to influence even great men
to lie, and he influenced them to use the truth to do so. Abraham never
lied by the definition of uttering a falsehood. Rather, Abraham lied by
telling the truth. He did it twice, and used the same lie both times (Gen.
12:11-20; 20:1-14). In telling Pharoah and Abimelech that Sarah was
his sister, he told them the truth—but, he did so with the clear intent to
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deceive. Telling the truth with the intent to deceive is a lie. Abraham
lied because he thought the outcome was better for him and that
nothing else mattered. In other words, to Abraham the ends justified the
means. God said, “NOT!” (Gen. 12:17; 20:3-7).

Satan likewise used “truthful lying” in his attempt to deceive
Christ. He tempted Christ by using a truth from the Scriptures, and then
by offering Him all this world has to offer (Mt. 4:6, 9). In both cases,
Christ defeated him with the Eternal Truth! Christ’s defense—“Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of God (Mt. 4:4)—did not satisfy Satan. Just like he, the
father of lies, did in the beginning, Satan refused to accept God’s Word.
The tragedy is, since the beginning, men have continued to perform
exceptionally well behind their father, Satan.

LIES AND SOCIETY
Satan’s influence upon man continues to affect our society and its

values (or its lack thereof in many cases). Lying destroys friendships,
homes, and trust. One source states that “67% of Americans don’t
believe in absolute truth.”21 Let it be clearly stated here that there is
absolute truth. God’s Word is THE Truth—absolute and complete!
However, let us continue by noting what man’s concept of “relativity”
creates. The just quoted source states:

• 91% of us lie regularly
• The majority of us find it hard to get through a week without

lying
• 1 in 5 can’t make it through a single day without lying.22

Is it any wonder that Americans think it is acceptable to “fudge” on
their taxes, or that we expect politicians to lie to get elected, or that big
business is not running right if it is not misleading the public? Is it any
wonder society wants it to be acceptable to lie if it is to protect
someone. If only all men would accept, as Christ so clearly stated, that
man should live “by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God” (Mt. 4:4). When Jesus said that, it was not a new thought, He was
quoting Deuteronomy 8:3. Think of how things in society would be
affected if we followed that simple principle.
Business

How many have encountered an embellished resume? There have
been sports coaches who have lost all credibility and the “dream job”
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because they chose to embellish their resume. However, that is the
exception rather than the rule. Society encourages the embellishment
of the resume. The “little white lie” or “stretching of the truth” to make
one “stand out” among other candidates is “expected.” Businesses
spend untold dollars, knowing: “The simple believeth every word: but
the prudent man looketh well to his going” (Pro. 14:15). Why? Because
man refuses to accept such Scriptures as Proverbs 14:5—“A faithful
witness will not lie: but a false witness will utter lies.”

Think of what we expect from businesses. We expect them to
embellish their commercials with claims that their products are the best,
the newest, the fastest, or the most improved—even if their products
are exactly the same as the competitors’. We expect businesses to take
away benefits and to desire more work for less money from their
employees. We do not like what was done, but who did not “expect”
something like the WorldCom and Enron fiascos to happen? Why?
Because since Satan’s introduction of the lie, man has refused to heed
Scriptures, such as Proverbs 12:22—“Lying lips are abomination to the
Lord: but they that deal truly are his delight” (Pro. 12:22).
Politics, Sex, And Marriage

While politicians, like everyone else, have to be considered on an
individual basis, one specific case of a politician’s lies involving
politics, sex, and marriage shows the impact lying can have on society.
For the former President of the United States, Bill Clinton, in the many
controversies surrounding his presidency and life, lies were the norm.
He is a man who quibbled over the definition of the word “is.” He
determined it was acceptable to lie to the entire nation to protect his
marriage and prevent harm and embarrassment to his wife and
daughter. He determined it was acceptable to lie to the whole American
nation, including a grand jury, because it was only about sex—in
essence saying: “It was nothing.” President Clinton’s case perfectly fits
Proverbs 13:5—“A righteous man hateth lying: but a wicked man is
loathsome, and cometh to shame” (Pro. 13:5).

Rather than following Satan’s rule and lead in determining that sex
and marriage are “nothing,” as President Clinton did, man should turn
to God and His Word. If people will accept and follow His precepts, as
we “know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that
walketh to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23), they will have the greatest
respect for God’s holy and divinely established union of marriage (Heb.
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13:4). If men and women everywhere would simply follow Christ’s
teachings found in Matthew 19:3-9 (cf. Mk. 10:11-12; Lk. 16:18; Rom.
7:1-3; 1 Cor. 7), society would have fewer single mothers, fewer
orphaned children, a lower crime rate, and more well-balanced children
(less needful of Prozac, Ritalin, etc.). If everyone in society lived up to
God’s standard and kept sex in marriage, the only place He intends for
it to be, think of how easy it would then be to find an honest politician!

LIES AND CHRISTIANITY
Members of the Lord’s body, Christians, His church, His bride,

need this same attitude within Christianity today. Too many have
tossed Christianity aside, just as has been done with marriage. Satan
has succeeded in convincing men that God did not really mean what he
said in Ephesians 5:22-32. There, Paul wrote:

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the
Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is
the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.
Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be
to their own husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your
wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for
it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of
water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that
it should be holy and without blemish. So ought men to love
their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth
himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth
and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: For we are
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For this
cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be
joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a
great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church
(emphasis added).

We know the church is the bride of Christ (Rev. 21:9). It is evident that
if we treat the church as many are wrongfully treating marriage, then
we are liars before God as we abide not in the Truth (Jn. 8:44).

The idea that the church is here just for us, to entertain us, to
provide the services we desire, et cetera, is wrong! It is false doctrine.
Satan’s most successful efforts against the church, or God’s people in
any age, have always involved an attack on God’s Word, the Truth. He
endeavors to make people think that Truth is inconsequential, that it
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does not matter and means nothing. Moreover Satan’s attack on God’s
Word reaches its ultimate goal when men believe that disobeying the
Truth means “nothing.” Once a man reaches the point that
Truth—obeying it, or disobeying it—means nothing, Satan has thereby
increased his fold of children (liars).

We know that every false doctrine is a lie. We know that every
false doctrine is from the devil. This is clearly seen in these passages:

He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments,
is a liar, and the truth is not in him (1 Jn. 2:4).
Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye
will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it
(Jn. 8:44).

We know that those who teach false doctrine, even “unintentionally,”
only do it for their own “good” (Rom. 16:17-18) or “pleasure”
(2 Thess. 2:3-12; cf. 2 Tim. 4:3-4). We are commanded to investigate
and ensure that we identify the Truth and avoid deceit (Eph. 4:14; 5:6;
2 Thess. 2:3). It is by this same principle, and their lack of following it,
that those who teach false doctrine “unintentionally” are condemned.
The church, the beautiful bride of Christ, is damaged, stained, and
marred when its members hear, believe, and accept Satan’s
lies—especially his lie that what God says is NOTHING.

Accepting Satan’s lie that what God says is “nothing” has led
erring Christians to accept damnable heresies, such as: 1) The doctrine
of salvation by faith alone, 2) The doctrine of salvation by grace alone,
3) The use of instrumental music in worship, 4) Denying that baptism
is necessary for salvation, 5) and, The “baptism” (sprinkling) of infants.
Of course, the list does not end there. Man has been deceived by Satan
since the beginning, and we must always remember that Satan is
cunning and crafty. When it comes to agreement with God’s Word, we
must be in 100% agreement, not 99.999%. We know that God hates
every false way (Ps. 119:104), that His words will not be false (Job
36:4), and that we should “ask for the old paths” (Jer. 6:16).

Today, more than ever, the church needs to turn to and study God’s
Word. We know that we can know the Truth (Jn. 8:32), that one’s soul
is purified by obeying the Truth (1 Pet. 1:22), and that it is our
responsibility to use the Truth to work out our own salvation (Phil.
2:12). Brethren, Satan attacks, and we must defend. The church has
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faltered due to the acceptance of liars and their lies. We must now take
up “the whole armour of God” that the church “may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:11). For, unlike Star Trek where
“resistance is futile,” according to the Word of God resistance is not
futile—no matter what Satan desires for us to believe or what efforts he
exerts to destroy us. What everyone else is doing does not matter! God
says: “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (Jas. 4:7), that God
“is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Heb. 11:6), and that
Satan and his angels are defeated already (Ju. 6).

LIES AND ETERNITY
These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomina-
tion unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed
innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet
that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness that speaketh
lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren (Pro. 6:16-19,
emphasis added).

The fact that in a list of seven things which are abominations to the
Lord lying is mentioned twice should give us a picturesque thought
relative to the eternal destiny of a liar. Any person who thinks God will
overlook a lie after this passage is lying to themselves. God will not
overlook a lie, neither will it be as Satan desires for man to believe, i.e.,
that “lies amount to nothing.” God has a specific destiny reserved for
every unrepentant liar. Scripture warns:

He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house: he that
telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight (Ps. 101:7).
A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies
shall not escape (Pro. 19:5).
A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies
shall perish (Pro. 19:9).
But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and
all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire
and brimstone: which is the second death (Rev. 21:8).
And there shall in no wise enter into it [New Jerusalem –
Heaven] any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the
Lamb's book of life (Rev. 21:27).
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For without [the city, New Jerusalem – Heaven] are dogs, and
sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie (Rev. 22:15).

“[A]ll liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire
and brimstone” (Rev. 21:8). No “degree of lying”—little white lies,
fudging the truth, twisting the truth, bending the truth, flattery, slander,
etc.—will be overlooked by God. There is one, and only one, eternal
destination for the unrepentant liar—HELL.

It is no wonder that God has given ample warning against lying
(Eph. 4:25, 29, 31; Col. 3:9; 1 Pet. 2:1). So thankful we should be for
the example left to us by Christ. About that example, Peter penned:

For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered
for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:
Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who,
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he
threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth
righteously: Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on
the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteous-
ness: by whose stripes ye were healed (1 Pet. 2:21-24, emphasis
added).

As in all things, when it comes to the use of our tongues, we should
strive to follow that Perfect Example, instead of succumbing to Satan’s
desires for us to become as those in Judah during Jeremiah’s day. God
exposed their dishonesty, stating:

And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are
not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed from
evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the Lord. Take ye heed
every one of his neighbour, and trust ye not in any brother: for
every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbour will
walk with slanders. And they will deceive every one his neigh-
bour, and will not speak the truth: they have taught their tongue
to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit iniquity. Thine
habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to
know me, saith the Lord. Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts,
Behold, I will melt them, and try them; for how shall I do for the
daughter of my people? Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it
speaketh deceit: one speaketh peaceably to his neighbour with
his mouth, but in heart he layeth his wait (Jer. 9:3-8).

God’s response to such a deplorable people is implied as He rhetori-
cally questions: “Shall I not visit them for these things? saith the Lord:
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shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?” (Jer. 9:9). Oh,
the quivering our tongues should have at the thought: “Vengeance is
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” (Rom. 12:19; cf. Heb. 10:30; Deut.
32:35; Ps. 94:1; 1 Thess. 4:6).

Every sin (lying leading the way) is a lie against the Truth. Lying
causes one to become an instrument of destruction according to God.
Proverbs 25:18 says: “A man that beareth false witness against his
neighbour is a maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow.” If one has
become an instrument of destruction, where does that leave him in light
of Christ’s admonition: “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the
gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there
be which go in thereat” (Mt. 7:13)?

Avoiding a lie against the Truth requires effort. We cannot allow
Satan’s devious deceptions to convince us, as Calvinism attempts to do,
that “nothing really matters.” If we do nothing, then nothing stands
between us and hell. It is that simple! For “all liars, shall have their part
in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second
death” (Rev. 21:8).

CONCLUSION
It is all about words—more specifically it is all about the Word, the

Light (Jn. 1:1, 7-9). John wrote: “And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1:14). This Word
is “the way, the truth, and the life” (Jn. 14:6). “[O]ut of his mouth went
a sharp twoedged sword” (Rev. 1:16). Christ brought God’s Word to
this world (Jn. 17:8; Heb. 1:1-2). It is His Word which is the “sword of
the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17).

“Buy the truth, and sell it not” (Pro. 23:23). Truth has great value.
We know: “Sound speech ... cannot be condemned” (Tit. 2:8). The use
of sound speech will defeat the condemnation coming from those who
are contrary to God. The use of God’s “engrafted word, which is able
to save your souls” (Jas. 1:21) is the most effective control that can be
placed on the tongue.

Guiding his readers through a thorough discussion of the tongue’s
power and use, James records:

Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things.
Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the tongue
is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our mem-
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bers, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course
of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. For every kind of beasts,
and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed,
and hath been tamed of mankind: But the tongue can no man
tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. Therewith bless
we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are
made after the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth
proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought
not so to be. Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet
water and bitter? Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive
berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt
water and fresh. Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge
among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works
with meekness of wisdom. But if ye have bitter envying and
strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. This
wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual,
devilish. For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and
every evil work (Jas. 3:5-16, emphasis added).

Stating it in simple terms, Jesus preaches:
But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatso-
ever is more than these cometh of evil (Mt. 5:37).

And the psalmist does likewise:
I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue:
I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before
me (Ps. 39:1).

Following those exhortations let us make the commitment: “I will ‘sin
not with my tongue.’” We know Satan is the father of lies and that it is
all about words—the words we speak, the words we think, and the
words we act out. With that in mind, let us always remember that Jesus
tells us: “For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words
thou shalt be condemned” (Mt. 12:37).

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Dictionary.com Unabridged (v 1.1). “not,” from website:
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/not (23 May 2007).
3 James Strong, Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. s.v. “lo.”
4 Ibid., s.v. “ou.”
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5  “nothing.” from Dictionary.com website:
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/nothing (23 May 2007).
6 Strong, s.v. “kol.”
7 “truth.” from Dictionary.com website:
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/truth (23 May 2007).
8 Strong, s.v. ”emeth.”
9 Ibid., s.v. “aletheia.”
10 “deceit,” from Dictionary.com website:
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11 Ibid.
12 “lie,” from Dictionary.com website:
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